
 



  

was relocated to its new home in the Mall of Abilene.  

From a cramped 5,600 square feet to a new space of over 

20,400 square feet, the new environment is providing 

Abilene with a state of the art library and community 

center. 
 

We can never adequately thank all those generous 

individuals, foundations and businesses who so 

generously gave the funds to make the new South Branch 

a reality.  Their generosity allowed us to move forward 

with a project that otherwise would not have gotten off 

the ground.  Spearheaded by our Friends of the Library 

Task Force, nobly led by Matt Preston, the Friends raised 

a total of 1.5 Million dollars that paid for the design and 

remodeling of the space.   
 

First figures tell us that the new branch is going to be a 

very popular place for the entire community.  This year 

we are focusing on South Branch in our Annual Report.  If 

you have not been to see it, I encourage you to do so, and 

to make it a regular stop in your weekly routine. 
 

At all our branches we also added a technological service 

to make printing easier for our patrons.  Mobile print 

service (which requires you download an app for your 

phone, tablet or laptop) allows you to send print jobs to 

our library printers from your personal device.  A long 

desired feature, it is proving popular with patrons. 
 

Finally, I am very happy to let you know that our 

circulation and attendance numbers for FY2016 were up 

from the previous year. We saw an increase of over 

20,000 loans and over 11,000 visitors.  We are going to be 

working hard to keep that upward trend going.  Our 

digital services are expanding and we are increasing 

programming to serve you.  Let us know what else you 

would like to see going into the future.  We love a 

challenge!  

FROM THE DESK OF YOUR CITY LIBRARIAN 
2016 was a banner year for 

Abilene Public Library.  

After considerable effort 

on the part of many 

community members our 

South Branch Library, 

which started as a pilot 

project in January 1998, 
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One of the most laborious and rewarding tasks of 

FY2016 was the relocation of the South Branch 

Library from its location on 1401 S. Danville Dr. 

(5,600 sq ft) to a larger facility at 4310 Buffalo Gap 

Rd. (20,000+ sq ft), inside the Mall of Abilene.  This 

project was, in large part, thanks to the hard work of 

the Friends of the Abilene Public Library.  This group 

not only contributed $540,000.00 to the project, 

while fundraising $1 million more, they played a vital 

role throughout the entire planning, construction, 

and opening day festivities for the facility.  This was 

a move that did not cost taxpayers. 
 

View a brief timeline of how this new library branch 

came to be on the next page. 

 

SOUTH BRANCH LIBRARY PROJECT 

NEW LIBRARY FEATURES 
 

NEW HOURS: Open seven days a week and operating 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƭƭ ƻŦ !ōƛƭŜƴŜΩǎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ, only closing 

Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and Easter Sunday.  

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ осн Řŀȅǎ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΗ 
 

TECHNOLOGY: Houses many televisions for 

programming, gaming, and promoting library events 

& services, advanced audio-visual equipment for 

filming, and a green screen for video production. 
 

MEETING ROOM: Seating 72-people and available for 

library programming and use by the public.  An ideal 

space for meetings at the mall. 
 

QUIET READING ROOM: A quiet space to read and 

study, available during library hours. 
 

STUDY ROOMS: Three rooms available for use for 

studying, reading, or meetings of small groups. 
 

TEEN ROOM: ¢ƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ǘŜŜƴǎ 

with lab computers, cool lounge seating, gaming 

televisions, a LED Color Wall, and more. 
 

TWO LIBRARY ENTRANCES: Library guests may enter 

through the exterior entrance from the parking lot or 

through an interior entrance from inside the mall. 
 

LED COLOR WALLS: Color-changing textured walls are 

a feature at both the exterior entrance lobby and 

teen room.  
 

AWE EARLY LITERACY STATIONS: Three additional 

terminals were added to offer youth more 

educational gaming opportunities. 
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SOUTH BRANCH LIBRARY PROJECT TIMELINE  
January 2015: Initial talks on the expansion of the South  

Branch Library began with meetings of the Library Advisory  

Board and the Friends of the Abilene Public Library Board.   
 

February 2015: A resolution was passed by the Library  

Advisory Board in support of finding a larger space for the 

South Branch Library. 
 

March - April 2015: A Request for Proposals was sent out to  

locate available spaces on the south side of Abilene, meeting  

a list of requirements from the library.  
 

May 2015: Submitted proposals were reviewed and a tour of the location at the Mall of Abilene was 

conducted by library staff and members of the City oŦ !ōƛƭŜƴŜΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾƛsion directors.  

William Hidell (Hidell and Associates Architects, Inc.) was selected to head the design of the new facility. 
 

June 2015: A tour of the potential facility was conducted by members of the Friends of the Library Board 

and the Library Advisory Board.  The Library Board then met on June 22 and unanimously voted to seek out 

the move of the South Branch Library to the Mall of Abilene.   
 

July 2015: The Abilene City Council met on July 23 to hear the library proposal.  After initial discussions, 

Council unanimously voted to sign the lease for the available space inside the Mall of Abilene. 
 

August 2015: Lƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΦ  ¢ƻǳǊǎ 

were conducted of four libraries in the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex, designed by Hidell and Associates 

Architects, to see what they could offer the new South Branch Library. 
 

Friends of the Library Members Nancy Brock, Roxanne Klump, and Libby 

Rankin uǇƻƴ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ vote to apprƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ .ǊŀƴŎƘ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ 

relocation.  Photo Courtesy of Joy Bonala, New Director for KACU 89.5 FM 

REMARKS FROM THE MAYOR 

ά9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

comes from the public and the 

private partnering is a win-win.  

The real win is for the families 

that use it [future South Branch 

[ƛōǊŀǊȅϐΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ have more 

ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀ ǾƛŀōƭŜ 

ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ 
- Norm Archibald - 
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September - October 2015: Design layouts were created and the community attended design charrettes to 

provide feedback on what they would like to see at the new facility. 
 

February 2016: Members of the library staff, the Library Advisory Board, the Friends of the Library Board, 

and City Administration took the inaugural swings of the hammer to start the demolition.   
 

òThereõs so much more that we do for the patrons of the library.  Iõm excited about this 

opportunity and looking forward to expanding what we have to offer to our citizens.ó 
 

- Shane Price, City Councilman - 
 

March - November 2016: Construction on the new facility continued.  Fixtures, furniture, and furnishings 

were selected for the facility while Public Education & Government (PEG) funds were approved for the 

purposes of funding new technology. 
 

September 21, 2016: The South Branch Library closed its doors at 1401 S. Danville Dr. and staff began work 

on moving all existing materials to the new location as the construction was completed. 
 

November 14, 2016: A reception was hosted to introduce major donors to the new South Branch Library 

prior to the grand opening.  It was a wonderful way to show off how their contributions were utilized. 
 

November 19, 2016: The South Branch Library officially opened at 10:00AM, with an opening ceremony, 

entertainment, activities, live performances, refreshments, and more.  On this day, more than 3,800 people 

came out to visit, marking a successful debut to the community.  By the end of the month, the location 

proved to be a success with more than 12,000 people visiting in 12 days.   
 

SOUTH BRANCH TIMELINE - CONTINUED 

PATRON REACTION 
 

 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ  LǘΩǎ ŜǾŜƴ 

closer to my home than before.  I 

visit the library several times 

ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪΣ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ 

not having the South Branch 

Library when you closed.  Now 

that I see this [new library], I see 

that it was well worth the wait.  

Lǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƻǾŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ 

and relax without being so 

cramped, and the Quiet Reading 

Room is a wonderful spot for me 

to sit and read the Wall Street 

WƻǳǊƴŀƭΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭΦ  

Everyone should come see it. 
 

- Margaret Chengson - 
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