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FROM THEDESK ONOURUTYLIBRARIAN

2016 was a banner year fo
Abilene Public Library.
After considerable effort
on the part of many
community members our
South Branch Library,
which started as a pilot
project in January 1998,

was relocatedo its new home in the Mall of Abilene.
From a cramped 5,600 square feet to a new space of @
20,400 square feet, the new environment is providing
Abilene with a state of thart library and community
center.
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We can never adequately thank all those generous
individuals, foundations and businesses who so
generously gave the funds to make the new South Brai
areality. Their generosity allowed us to move forward
with a projed that otherwise would not have gotten off
the ground. Spearheaded by our Friends of the Library
Task Force, nobly led by Matt Preston, the Friends rais
a total of 1.5 Million dollars that paid for the design and
remodeling of the space.

First figures tell us that the new branch is going to be a
very popular place for the entire community. This year
we are focusing on South Branch in our Annual Report
you have not been to see it, | encourage you to do so,
to make it a regular stop in your wkly routine.

At all our branches we also added a technological serv
to make printing easier for our patrons. Mobile print
service (which requires you download an app for your
phone, tablet or laptop) allows you to send print jobs to
our library priners from your personal device. A long
desired feature, it is proving popular with patrons.

Finally, I am very happy to let you know that our
circulation and attendance numbers for FY2016 were u
from the previous year. We saw an increase of over
20,000 bans and over 11,000 visitors. We are going to
working hard to keep that upward trend going. Our
digital services are expanding and we are increasing
programming to serve you. Let us know what else you
would like to see going into the future. We éoa
challenge!
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NUMBERS AT A GLANCE

FY2016

351,177

patron visits

5,158

library cards registered

95,349

public computer users

781,198

items circulated

146,172

ebooks & digital downloads

68,085

reference questions
answered

55,211

program attendance

2500+

volunteer hours donated
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One of the most laborious and rewarding tasks
FY2016 was the relocation of the South Brar
Library from its location on 1401 S. Danville |
(5,600 sq ft to a larger facility at 4310 Buffalo Ge
Rd. (20,000+ sq ft), inside the Mall of Abilene. T
project was, in large part, thanks to the hard work
the Friends of the Abilene Public Library. This gr
not only contributed $540,000.00 to the projec
while fundraising $1 million more, they played a vi
role throughout the entire planning, constructior
and opening dayestivitiesfor the facility. This was
a movethat did not cost taxpayers

View a brief timeline of how this new librabranch
cane to beon the next page

NEWLIBRARW¥FEATURES

NEW HOUR®pen seven days a week and operatin
2y GKS alftf 27F | 0 jobhibshg
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and Easter Sunc
¢CKIFIGdQa ocH RlI&a (2 QAraa

TECHNOLOGMouses many televisions for
programming, gaming, and promoting library events
& services, advanced audigsual equipment for
filming, and a green scredor video production

MEETING ROOMeating 72eople and available for
library programmig and use by the public. An ideal
space for meetings at the mall.

QUIET READING ROOMquiet space to read and
study,available during library hours.

STUDY ROOMS$hree rooms available for use for
studying, reading, or meetings of small groups.
TEENROOM¢ KS f A0 NJ NBEQ& RSR.
with lab computers, cool lounge seating, gaming
televisions, a LED Color Wall, and more.

TWO LIBRARY ENTRANCHE®ary guests may enter
through the exterior entrance from the parking lot ol
through an interiorentrance from inside the mall.

LED COLOR WALCS8lorchanging textured walls are
a feature at both the exterior entrance lobby and
teen room.

AWE EARLY LITERACY STATTDKS® additional
terminals were added to offer youth more
educational gaming opptunities.
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January 2015tnitial talks on the expansion of the South
Branch Library began with meetingéthe LibraryAdvisory
Board andhe Friends of the Abilene PublitbraryBoard.

February 2015A resolution was passed by the Library
Advisory Board in support of finding a larger space for the
South Branch Library.

March - April 2015 ARequest for Proposalsagsent out to
locate available spaces on the south side of Abilemegting
a list of requirements from the library.

May 2015 Submitted proposals were reviewed and a tour of the location at the Mall of Abilene was
conducted bylibrary staff and members ofthe Citfo ! 6 A f Sy SQa YI y | shodi&ios.
William Hidell(Hidell and Associates Architects, Jngas selected to head the design of the new facility.

June 2015A tour of the potential facility was conducted by members of the Friends of tivaryiBoard
and the Library Advisory Board. Thbérary Boardhen met on June 22 and unanimously voted to seek ol
the move of the South Branch Library to the Mall of Abilene.

July 2015The Abilene City Council met on July 23 to hear the libraryqsalp After initial discussions,
Counciunanimously voted to sign the leaga the available space inside the Mall of Abilene

August2015L Yy A GAFf YSSdiAy3aa gSNBE KStR gA0K (GKS | NDOI
were conducted of four libraries in the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex, designed by Hidell and Associate:
Architects, to see what they could offer the new South Bhahibrary.

REMARKS FROM THE MAY

GOOSNRUOKAY3I GK
comes from the public and the
private partnering is a wiRwin.
The real win is for the families
that use it [future South Branch
/° S [ A 0 NI Niéemore2 S Q
& IC?H_NDSh, N W i3 083 s8Qft v
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- Norm Archibald-

Friends of the Library Members Nancy Brock, ROXElIhJﬂ‘B[ZK and Libby
RankinuLJ2 y / A ( &voté t@ gy2QASE GaK S { 2 dzii K . NJ
relocation. Photo Courtesyof JoyBonalg New Director for KACU 89.5 FM
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September- October 2015Design layouts were created and the community atteddesign charrettes to
provide feedback on what they would like to see at the new facility.

February 2016Members of the library staff, the Library Advisory Board, the Friends of the Library Boa
and City Administration took the inaugural swings of tleanmer to start the demolition.

OThereds so much more that we do for
opportunity and | ooking forward to e:

- Shane Price, City Councilman

March - November 2016Construction on the new facility continued. Fixtures, furniture, and furnishing:
were selected for the facility while Public Education & Government (PEG) funds were approved for th
purposes of funding new technology.

September 212016 The South Branch Library closed its doors at 1401 S. Danvidledstaff began work
on movingall existing materials to the new location as the construction was completed.

November 14, 2016A receptionwas hosted to introduce major donors togmew South Branch Library
prior to the grand opening. It was a wonderful way to show off how their contributions were utilized.

November 19, 2016The South Branch Library officially opened at 10:00AM, with an opening ceremon
entertainment, activitieslive performances, refreshments, and more. On this day, more than 3,800 pe
came out to visitmarking a successfdebutto the community. By the end of the month, the location
proved to be a success with more than 12,000 people visiiig days

PATRONREACTION

GL t20S GRS Y &4
closer to my home than before. |
visit the library several times
§HOK 6588132 FyR
not having the South Branch
Library when you closed. Now
that | seethis [new library], | see
that it was well worth the wait.
LG t221a t20Sft e
and relax without being so
cramped, and the Quiet Reading
Room is a wonderful spot for me
to sit and read the Wall Street
W2 dzNy | f & LiQa
Everyone should come see it.

- Margaret Chengson




